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Year 12 students do GSSC proud 
Congratulations to our Greater Shepparton Secondary College Year 12 students who have 

received their VCE results today. 

Among this group, includes our 2022 dux Isabela Bace who received the congratulatory 

phone call from Executive Principal Barbara O’Brien earlier today. 

Isabela got up early to check her results before starting a shift at her casual job. 

“I woke the whole house up – I was so excited to tell mum and dad my scores,” she said. 

Isabela said that while she had hoped to receive good results, she was not expecting to be 

dux. 

“Dux is amazing – I was so emotional when Mrs O’Brien rang me,” she said. 

“I think I’m still processing it to be honest, but mum and dad were proud and I’m so happy to 

be able to set a great example for my younger brother and cousins.” 

Isabela is looking to study Law and Commerce with Deakin University from next year and 

said she was hoping to be able to undertake her course online, to stay locally with family. 

She said coming from an Albanian background, her connection to family and the region was 

important. 

This year Isabela has undertaken subjects in English, Math Methods, Business Management 

and Accounting, as well as Italian meaning she can now speak three languages. Isabella 

fast-tracked Legal Studies in 2021. 

Mrs O’Brien said Isabela was an exemplary student who has reaped the rewards of her hard 

work and dedication. 

“Isabela has really lived and breathed our college value of aspiring to excellence in all that 

she does and our ethos of setting high expectations and challenging ourselves to achieve 

our personal best,” she said. 

“Not only has Isabela applied herself academically but she has proven to be a wonderful role 

model for her peers and our younger students.” 

Mrs O’Brien said that while a high ATAR or study score is the goal for some students, it is 

also not the only measure of success. 

“Some students need a particular score to allow entry into their preferred university or 

course,” she said. 



“But for others, completing their secondary schooling to secure employment, whether that be 

in the way of an apprenticeship, traineeship or otherwise or to enter into further vocational 

studies is the goal. 

“When we set our students a mission to challenge themselves to achieve their personal best, 

we mean just that – it’s personal to each individual student and achieving your goals looks 

different to each and every one of us.” 

While our graduating class of 2022 has undertaken much of their schooling remotely or 

during COVID-19 conditions, Mrs O’Brien said the students were further tested when floods 

hit the Goulburn Valley region during the start of exam periods in October. 

“Fortunately, the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) were able to 

support local students affected by floods by offering a Derived Exam Score, calculated using 

data from the General Achievement Test, student performance in school assessed tasks and 

coursework and teacher indicative grades,” Mrs O’Brien said. 

“However, it goes without saying, despite the challenges our students have faced, they 

never lost site of the end goal and they put in 100 per cent – these results are a credit to 

themselves. 

“I would also like to thank our wonderful teachers and wellbeing and education support staff 

who have provided a range of support to Year 12 students over the course of the year.” 

Mrs O’Brien said that while students should be extremely proud of their efforts, it is natural 

there may be some students who feel disappointed with their results. 

She said the GSSC Careers Team would be available for Year 12 students today, tomorrow 

and Wednesday to discuss any Change of Preference, as well as their pathways for 2023 

and beyond. Additional support can also be provided by LaTrobe University, GoTAFE and 

Melbourne University. 

“We are here to support you every step of the way,” she said. 

“It is the age-old adage that as one door closes, another opens but it really does apply when 

it comes to career pathways. 

“Results aside, I would just like to congratulate all of our Year 12 students for a wonderful 

year on-site at our brand-new campus. 

“You have done us proud, yourselves proud and certainly your families and our broader 

school community.” 

For more information about VCE results and ATARs please visit: 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/results/Pages/Index.aspx  

 

- ENDS – 

 

Media enquiries: GSSC Community Engagement Officer Kayla Doncon on 0404 973 

841 or email kayla.doncon@education.vic.gov.au  
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